
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
January 21, 2014 
 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO:  Honorable Rick Scott 
  Honorable Pam Bondi 
  Honorable Jeff Atwater 
  Honorable Adam Putnam 
 
FROM: Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
  Mike Prendergast, Executive Director 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda – Cabinet Meeting of January 22, 2014 
 
The next public meeting of the Governor and Cabinet to transact the business of the Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs will be at 9:00 a.m. (EST), January 22, 2014 in Kissimmee, Florida. 
 
The Agenda and all required back-up materials are attached for your review. 
 
If you have any questions, please call my Director of Legislative and Cabinet Affairs, Bobby 
Carbonell, at (850) 487-1533 x7705. 
 
cc: Michael Sevi, Director of Cabinet Affairs 
 Executive Office of the Governor 
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State of Florida 
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Office of the Executive Director 
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11351 Ulmerton Road 
Largo, Florida 33778-1630  

Phone:  (727) 518-3202 Ext.5594  Fax:  (850) 488-4001 
www.FloridaVets.org 

 
 
 

Rick Scott 
Governor 

Pam Bondi 
Attorney General 
Jeff Atwater 

Chief Financial Officer 
Adam Putnam 

Commissioner of Agriculture Mike Prendergast 
Executive Director 

 



 
 

AGENDA 
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

Meeting materials for the following items are available on the web at: 
http://floridavets.org/?page_id=974 

MEMBERS 
Governor Rick Scott 

Attorney General Pam Bondi 
Chief Financial Officer Jeff Atwater 

Commissioner Adam Putnam 
 
 

January 22, 2014 
9:00 A.M. (EST) 

Kissimmee, Florida 
 

 
Contact: Bobby Carbonell, Director, Legislative & Cabinet Affairs   
  (850) 487-1533 x7705  
 
 
ITEM____________________SUBJECT_____________ RECOMMENDATION______ 
 

1. Respectfully request approval of the minutes of the September 24, 2013 meeting. 
 

(ATTACHMENT 1)     RECOMMEND APPROVAL 
  

2. Respectfully submit Agency Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2012-2013. 
 

(ATTACHMENT 2)     RECOMMEND APPROVAL 
 

3. Notice of Proposed Rule Development:  55-11.010  Residents’ Deposit of Money 
 
(ATTACHMENT 3)     RECOMMEND APPROVAL 
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STATE OF FLORIDA

IN RE: MEETING OF THE GOVERNOR AND
CABINET

_________________________________________/

CABINET MEMBERS: GOVERNOR RICK SCOTT
ATTORNEY GENERAL PAM BONDI
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
JEFF ATWATER

COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE
ADAM PUTNAM

DATE: TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2013

TIME: COMMENCED AT: 9:00 A.M.
CONCLUDED AT: 1:00 P.M.

LOCATION: CABINET MEETING ROOM
LOWER LEVEL, THE CAPITOL
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

REPORTED BY: NANCY S. METZKE, RPR, FPR
COURT REPORTER

C & N REPORTERS
POST OFFICE BOX 3093

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32315-3093
(850) 697-8314 / FAX (850) 697-8715

nancy@metzke.com
candnreporters.com
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The exchange is almost equal in value,

1,048,000 for the Board's property and 1,045,000

for the Booster property. So the Boosters will pay

three grand to the Board of Trustees.

We do have Dennis Bailey here with

Florida State University to explain the deal.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Does anyone need an

explanation? Has everybody had the opportunity to

read it?

CFO ATWATER: We're good.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: I think we're fine.

Is there a motion to approve?

CFO ATWATER: So move.

ATTORNEY GENERAL BONDI: So move.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Is there a second?

ATTORNEY GENERAL BONDI: Second.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Any comments or objections?

(NO RESPONSE).

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Hearing none, the motion

carries.

Thank you, Herschel.

SECRETARY VINYARD: Thank you.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: All right. Now I'd like to

recognize Executive Director Mike Prendergast with

the Department of Veterans Affairs.
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Good morning.

DIRECTOR PRENDERGAST: Good morning,

Governor Scott, Members of the Cabinet.

Before we begin our presentation, I'd like to

thank you again today for honoring the Gold Star

families, and especially those Gold Star mothers.

They were deeply touched, and I know they

appreciate all the extra effort that goes into

honoring them and, more importantly, their fallen

family members for their service.

The Department of Veterans Affairs has six

agenda items for your consideration today.

Agenda Item 1 consists of the minutes from the

Cabinet meeting of May 18th. We respectfully

request approval of these minutes.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Is there a motion to approve?

ATTORNEY GENERAL BONDI: So move.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Is there a second?

CFO ATWATER: Second.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Any comments or objections?

(NO RESPONSE).

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Hearing none, the motion

carries.

DIRECTOR PRENDERGAST: Agenda Item 2 is the

recognition of our Executive Director's award
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winner for 2012. We'd like to take this time to

recognize this year's recipient, Command Master

Chief Mike Howard, United States Navy Retired, our

Chief of the Claims Bureau.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Go Navy.

DIRECTOR PRENDERGAST: Go Navy? We'll be

playing football in December, Governor.

Mike is the most highly regarded veterans'

advocate in the VA regional office in

St. Petersburg, which is the busiest VA regional

office in the nation. On a daily basis, it's not

unusual for Mike to field tough questions from the

Governor's office, members of our Legislature,

members of the U.S. Congress, and Federal VA

colleagues who know that Mike has the expertise

required to get the job done.

Simultaneously, he deftly advocates with a

purpose and passion for our veterans, always

willing to go the extra mile for our veterans.

In fact, he takes special pride in serving our

veterans of the World War II generation and the

Korean War generation.

I recently had the pleasure of escorting a

gentleman from the Clearwater area down to see Mike

one on one, and Mike did a great job of taking care
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of him.

Mike's contributions to the Department of

Veterans Affairs and to the State of Florida and,

most importantly, to our veterans' community are

priceless. And, Governor, if we could do a photo

with Mike --

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Absolutely.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PRENDERGAST: -- we'd be

honored to be able to do that this morning.

Mike, would you please stand?

(APPLAUSE).

(BRIEF PAUSE FOR PHOTOGRAPHS).

GOVERNOR SCOTT: You did great.

Congratulations.

DIRECTOR PRENDERGAST: Agenda Item 3 is the

presentation of the nominees for the Florida

Veterans Hall of Fame Class of 2013. This year you

will select the inaugural class of the Florida

Veterans Hall of Fame.

The six outstanding finalists submitted for

your consideration were nominated by the Florida

Veterans Hall of Fame Council, out of a total of 42

great nominees submitted from across the State.

There will be an induction ceremony for these

individuals on November 12th in this very room.
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On behalf of the Hall of Fame Council, we

respectfully request approval of the Council's list

of nominees so that we may complete the final

preparations for this ceremony and the awards

preparations and presentation in early November.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Is there a motion to approve?

CFO ATWATER: So move.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Is there a second?

COMMISSIONER PUTNAM: Second.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Any comments or objections?

(NO RESPONSE).

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Hearing none, the motion

carries.

DIRECTOR PRENDERGAST: Thank you.

Agenda Item 4 is the Agency's fourth quarter

report for fiscal year 2012/2013. Each of your

offices has received a copy of this report as part

of our Cabinet material, and we would be pleased to

review them with you in further detail in the

coming days or weeks if you have any questions.

Our performance measures continue to be met or

exceeded, but I would like to point out a couple of

items for you.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Mike, can you go back for a

second? Representative Harrell, did you want to
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speak about the Hall of Fame?

REPRESENTATIVE HARRELL: Yes, I did.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: I'm sorry. And thank you for

sponsoring it, by the way.

REPRESENTATIVE HARRELL: Thank you,

Mr. Governor. It's a delight to be here in front

of the Cabinet. And I do want to thank

Chief Financial Officer Jeff Atwater for appointing

my husband, Doctor Harrell, to the Council. And I

just wanted to make a few comments about the

Veterans Hall of Fame.

This is a significant endeavor that the State

has gone into. And House Bill 465, that actually

passed in 2011, establishes the Veterans Hall of

Fame. And we're one of the few states that has

this. I think we're about the sixth or seventh

state to do it.

And to really say to our veterans that their

service, through the military, but also their

service following their military service, to the

State of Florida, is so significant; and your award

today of the six nominees -- and although the

Council can nominate 20, it's not necessary that

every year we want to have 20. You may want to at

some point have a conversation as to how many per
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year you want to give this very significant honor.

So I want to thank you for being part of the

process, and I want to thank our veterans so much

for what they are doing to really protect us during

their military service, but then to come back to

Florida and continue their service to the State of

Florida. And this is a step in the right direction

to tell our veterans how much we appreciate all

their service. And thank you for being part of

this endeavor.

ATTORNEY GENERAL BONDI: Thank you.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Thank you for sponsoring it,

and thanks for your work with the veterans, by the

way.

ATTORNEY GENERAL BONDI: Can I just -- how is

your husband?

REPRESENTATIVE HARRELL: He is doing very

well. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL BONDI: We pray for him.

REPRESENTATIVE HARRELL: Yes. Thank you.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Thank you. Thanks for your

hard work. Representative Harrell is all over the

State. As I travel the State, she seems to be at

every event.

ATTORNEY GENERAL BONDI: And her husband
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stands right by her. They're a great couple.

DIRECTOR PRENDERGAST: Thank you,

Representative Harrell.

Returning to Agenda Item 4, the Agency's

fourth quarter report for fiscal year 2012/2013.

As I mentioned, each of your offices has received a

copy of this report. And one item I'd like to

point out is that we had a calculating error that

our folks in our fiscal office caught. Our actual

return on investment for the fourth quarter was

$141 to the dollar, and we'll be making the

correction when we submit our next report into the

system.

I'd also like to point out with a great deal

of pride that our branding campaign, not only is it

paying off huge dividends in reaching out to those

veterans and getting additional veterans and family

members to come in and see us for benefits

counseling and get to meet with folks like

Mike Howard and his boss, Ms. Elaine Charter, our

director of the Benefits and Assistance Division --

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Your office does a great job

with veterans. I hear it all over the State.

DIRECTOR PRENDERGAST: They do a fantastic job

across the State, and we're very appreciative of
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the additional claims examiners that we'll be able

to put out in the field to help us get more

veterans to come in for access to those benefits.

As we re-branded the Agency and launched some

of the tools of the modern era to better reach some

of our audiences, we were nominated for several

prestigious awards by the Florida Public Relations

Association; and most recently, through our

Communications Director's Office, we received the

Dick Pope Award for the All Florida Golden Image

Award for the first quarter of this year. And that

will be appearing in an upcoming report whenever we

bring in the first quarter's report.

As the fourth quarter data confirms, we still

maintain a 99% occupancy rate in our State

veterans' nursing homes, which is far above the

statewide average in the private sector of 85%.

And as I've discussed with my colleagues from

across the country, we are far eclipsing all of the

other states across the nation when it comes to

occupancy rates and the returns that we're able to

produce for our veterans and their family members.

We respectfully request approval of our

quarterly report for the fourth quarter, Governor.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Is there a motion to accept
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the report?

CFO ATWATER: So move.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Is there a second?

ATTORNEY GENERAL BONDI: Second.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Any comments or objections?

Any questions?

(NO RESPONSE).

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Hearing none, the motion

carries.

DIRECTOR PRENDERGAST: Thank you.

Agenda Item 5 consists of our legislative

policy proposals for fiscal year '14 and '15. The

goal of these proposals is to help transitioning

veterans attend college, find employment, offer

greater access to our world-class nursing

facilities, and create a Veterans Walk of Honor and

Memorial Gardens here in the Tallahassee Capitol

complex.

The proposals for your review and

consideration, of course, are being staffed with

your staffs in the offices in the Attorney General;

the CFO; the Ag Commissioner; and, of course, the

Governor.

We respectfully recommend approval of the

Agency's legislative policy proposals for the 2014
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session of the legislature.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Is there a motion to accept

the legislative proposals?

COMMISSIONER PUTNAM: Governor, I have just

one comment. I think that by and large the

proposals are good ones. I would just note on the

Veterans Walk, which I think is a fantastic idea

and an appropriate recognition of service, but as

we -- it almost seems like we need sort of a

Capitol grounds plan to have a grand scheme for

law enforcement, firefighters, veterans, so that

there's -- so that we're putting each of those that

we're trying to honor in the best possible light

and as part of a coordinated space that Floridians

can be proud of.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: That's a good idea.

ATTORNEY GENERAL BONDI: I think it's -- may I

speak, Governor? I think that's a great idea. Do

we have a location for it in mind?

COMMISSIONER PUTNAM: I think they're talking

about replacing the courtyard bricks.

ATTORNEY GENERAL BONDI: Right in the

courtyard?

DIRECTOR PRENDERGAST: In the courtyard

between the old Capitol and the new Capitol,
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General Bondi.

ATTORNEY GENERAL BONDI: I think that's a

fabulous idea.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: I think on the Commission's

stuff that makes sense, so I'll come back on that.

DIRECTOR PRENDERGAST: Thank you.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: All right. So is there --

there was a second?

ATTORNEY GENERAL BONDI: Second.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Okay. Florida law requires

the Governor to independently review legislation

upon passage. Accordingly, I'm abstaining from the

vote on this item. The record should reflect my

abstention.

But hearing none, the motion is approved with

one abstention; is that right?

(AFFIRMATIVE INDICATIONS).

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Okay.

DIRECTOR PRENDERGAST: Thank you.

Agenda Item 6 consists of the Department's

legislative budget proposals for fiscal year

'14/'15. Again, we've had the opportunity to brief

your offices on our Department's budget request for

this upcoming fiscal year and stand ready to

discuss further as needed.
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We have requested ten items in our legislative

budget request, the majority of which are for the

continued operation and maintenance of our state

veterans nursing homes. As you know, the

Department provides world class care for our

residents in our nursing homes, and we do it

without a single dollar of general revenue.

The purpose of our general revenue requests

are to better reach the approximately 60% of

Florida's veterans who are not yet enrolled with

the Department of Veterans Affairs to receive

health care benefits and other services, and also

for those who may not be aware of the many benefits

they've earned through their service.

I won't go through all of the details. We've

provided that to the staff separately, but what I

would like to point out on the final chart here is

that, as indicated on this chart, 97% of our

request for funds this year comes from the Agency's

trust funds that we manage and we garner through

our services to our veterans in the nursing homes.

We respectfully recommend approval of our

legislative budget request.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Is there a motion to accept

the legislative budget request?
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ATTORNEY GENERAL BONDI: So moved.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Is there a second?

CFO ATWATER: Second.

GOVERNOR SCOTT: Florida requires the Governor

to independently submit budget proposals.

Accordingly, I'm going to abstain from the vote.

The record should reflect my abstention.

If there are no objections, the motion is

approved with one abstention.

Thank you, Mike.

DIRECTOR PRENDERGAST: Thank you, Governor.

Thank you, General Bondi, CFO Atwater, and

Commissioner Putnam.



 

 

FDVA’s Annual Report 2012-13 is available at 
the following website: 

http://floridavets.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Annual-Report-2012-13-Final.pdf 

 

http://floridavets.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Annual-Report-2012-13-Final.pdf
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