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September 13, 2019 
 
 
M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO:  Honorable Ron DeSantis 
  Honorable Ashley Moody 
  Honorable Jimmy Patronis 
  Honorable Nikki Fried 
 
FROM: Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
  Danny Burgess, Executive Director 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda – Cabinet Meeting of September 24, 2019 
 
The next public meeting of the Governor and Cabinet to transact the business of the Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs will be at 9:00 a.m. (EDT), September 24, 2019 in Tallahassee, Florida. 
 
The Agenda and all required back-up materials are attached for your review. 
 
If you have any questions, please call my Legislative and Cabinet Affairs Director, Allison Sitte, 
at (850) 487-1533 x7723. 
 
cc: Beau Beaubien, Director of Cabinet Affairs 
 Executive Office of the Governor 
 
  Chris Spencer 
 Governor’s Office of Policy and Budget 
 
 
Attachments 

  



 
"Honoring those who served U.S.” 

 
AGENDA 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
Meeting materials for the following items are available on the web at: 

http://floridavets.org/about-us/public-notice/ 
 

MEMBERS 
Governor Ron DeSantis 

Attorney General Ashley Moody 
Chief Financial Officer Jimmy Patronis 

Commissioner Nikki Fried 
 

September 24, 2019 
9:00 A.M. (EDT) 

The Capitol 
Tallahassee, Florida 

 
Contact: Allison Sitte, Director of Legislative & Cabinet Affairs   
  (850) 487-1533  
 
ITEM____________________SUBJECT_____________ RECOMMENDATION______ 

1. Respectfully request approval of the minutes of the December 4, 2018 meeting. 
 

(ATTACHMENT 1)     RECOMMEND APPROVAL  
  

2. Respectfully request approval of the minutes of the January 11, 2019 meeting. 
 

(ATTACHMENT 2)     RECOMMEND APPROVAL 
  

  
3. Respectfully submit nominees for the Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame Class of 2019. 

 
(ATTACHMENT 3)     RECOMMEND APPROVAL 
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STATE OF FLORIDA

IN RE:  MEETING OF THE GOVERNOR AND 
    CABINET

_________________________________________/

CABINET MEMBERS: GOVERNOR RICK SCOTT 
ATTORNEY GENERAL PAM BONDI 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER JIMMY 
PATRONIS 
COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE 
ADAM PUTNAM

DATE: TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2018

LOCATION: CABINET MEETING ROOM
 LOWER LEVEL, THE CAPITOL

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

REPORTED BY: NANCY S. METZKE, RPR, FPR
COURT REPORTER

C & N REPORTERS
POST OFFICE BOX 3093

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA  32315-3093
(850) 697-8314     /     FAX (850) 697-8715

nancy@metzke.com
candnreporters.com
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

GOVERNOR SCOTT:  Now we get to recognize the

Medal of Merit honoree.  Glen Sutphin with the

Department of Veterans Affairs.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SUTPHIN:   Thank you very

much, sir.

The Department of Veterans Affairs has two

agenda items today, sir.  The first one --

certainly good afternoon now, Governor, and

Attorney General Bondi, and CFO Patronis, and

Commissioner Putnam.

The Item Number 1 is the minutes from the

August 14, 2018, Cabinet meeting.  Respectfully

request approval.

COMMISSIONER PUTNAM:  So move.

GOVERNOR SCOTT:  All right.  Is there a

second?

CFO PATRONIS:  Second.

GOVERNOR SCOTT:  Comments or objections?

(NO RESPONSE).

GOVERNOR SCOTT:  Hearing none, the motion

carries.

Hall of Fame.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SUTPHIN: The second item,
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sir, is the list of nominees for the Florida 

Veterans Hall of Fame Class of -- 

GOVERNOR SCOTT:  Okay.  Great list. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SUTPHIN:   Yes, sir, 

absolutely.  And it will get better and better 

every year as we make sure we find them.  

Subject to your questions or comments, 

respectfully request approval. 

GOVERNOR SCOTT:  Is there a motion? 

CFO PATRONIS:  So move. 

GOVERNOR SCOTT:  Second? 

COMMISSIONER PUTNAM:  Second. 

GOVERNOR SCOTT:  Comments or objections? 

(NO RESPONSE). 

GOVERNOR SCOTT:  Hearing none, the motion 

carries.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SUTPHIN:  Before we start 

this, sir, the Department of Veterans Affairs and 

our veterans want to thank you all, the honor it 

has been to work with you.  Everyone of you have 

done something that's unique and special for our 

veterans, our returning troops, and our families.  

Governor Scott, you've always stood strong 

with us and the Department of Military Affairs on 

budgets, things that we needed to take care of it, 
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being able to get veterans homes built, being able 

to get programs out there and helping us get ahold 

of the VA -- 

GOVERNOR SCOTT:  The number one state for 

veterans. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SUTPHIN:  Absolutely, sir.  

We're number one veterans and military. 

(APPLAUSE). 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SUTPHIN:  And we can prove 

that.  That isn't just a bunch of words out there.  

The other thing is, General Bondi, you made it 

available to us so that we received -- oh, she's 

gone?  

GOVERNOR SCOTT:  She'll be back. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SUTPHIN:   Okay.  Well, CFO 

Patronis, you made it in such a way that your 

military returning could apply to the fire schools 

and to other programs that they had not been able 

to get into.  That's been a big job thing for our 

veterans in rehabbing them.  

Commissioner Putnam, you've done all kind of 

things to make sure our veterans are safe.        

Number 2, you've made sure that there is hunting 

and fishing and things that those who have suffered 

so greatly can now go back and have some semblance 
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of reality of life.  

No other state does these type of things.  

Everybody brags they did this, Texas did that and 

everything.  In reality, this has been a wonderful, 

wonderful time. 

Your support -- in the military our word is 

our bond.  Your bond is above and beyond, and it 

shows in the greatest of military traditions; and I 

thank you from the bottom of our heart.  

(APPLAUSE).  

GOVERNOR SCOTT:  So, Glen, how are you going 

to do this?  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SUTPHIN:  Steve will come 

over and read the names, sir.  I'll come up there 

with our chairman of the veterans, and then we'll 

bring the veterans up, sir -- I mean the    

nominees -- as they receive their award; and then 

we'll take a picture with their family, sir.  

(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS THE PRESENTATION OF THE 

VETERANS HALL OF FAME NOMINEES AFTER WHICH THE 

MEETING WAS ADJOURNED WITH PRESENTATIONS BY THE 

RETIRING THREE CABINET MEMBERS).

* * * *
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“Honoring those who served U.S.” 

 

August 26, 2019 
 
 
M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO:  Honorable Ron DeSantis 
  Honorable Ashley Moody 
  Honorable Jimmy Patronis 
  Honorable Nikki Fried 
 
FROM: Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
  Danny Burgess, Executive Director 
 
SUBJECT: Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame – Class of 2019 
 
The agency is pleased to recommend the following 16 veterans for induction into the 2019 
Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame: 
 

• John Brinkley, Sgt, USAF • Kathryn Gates-Skipper, SSGT, USMC 
• Edward Copeland III, MAJ, USAR • Dale Leslie, Capt, USMC (deceased) 
• Donald Courtney, CW4, USA • Norman Olson, Captain, USN 
• Raymond “Ray” Cralle, PFC, USMCR • Robert Phillips, Capt, USAFR 
• Michael Flynt, COL, USAF (deceased) • Juan Santiago-Seda, SFC, USA 
• Matt Franz, CPT, USA • Michael Waldrop, CPT, USAR 
• Irving Friedman, PO3, USNR • William Webb, BG, USAF 
• Ali Frohlich, LT COL, USAF • Albert Zant, CPT, USAR 

 
 
If you have any questions, please call my Cabinet and Legislative Affairs Director, Allison 
Sitte, at (850) 487-1533 ext. 7723. 
 
cc: Beau Beaubien, Director of Cabinet Affairs 
 Executive Office of the Governor 
 
  Cynthia Kelly, Director 
 Governor’s Office of Policy and Budget 
 




